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RETREADING

The German company Hämmerling – The Tyre Company
aims at extending their cooperation in Great Britain. In a

conversation with the Managing Director Carolin Pfaffenbach
she explains the plans of the internationally operating tyre
wholesaler for all brands, sizes and alignments as well as
manufacturer of the brands ATHOS truck tyres, Talas steel
wheels for trucks and truck trailers and SÄMM retreaded truck
tyres.

Carolin, what significance has Great Britain for

Hämmerling – The Tyre Company?

Carolin: “Having been a steadily growing successful
company with more than 500 employees for years we strive
to expand our presence in Europe. After we have been quite
successful in Scandinavia and in South-East Europe where
we enjoy good co-operations with numerous partners, we now
wish to develop partnerships in Central Europe, especially in
Great Britain. Besides strong economies there is a strong
sector for passenger cars as well as for transport and logistics
where good service providers, and good offers for tyres in
particular, are demanded.”

Tyre Trade News: How do you wish to proceed? 

Carolin: “Aim and approach is to find opportunities to grow
with local and regional partners. Whoever deals with tyres,
either in the sector for cars or trucks, is welcome to contact us
in order to talk about a cooperation. However, this should be
more than just buying and reselling. We aim at a close
partnership where personal communication, providing of
information and joint development of market strategies play a
big role.”

Tyre Trade News: How are partners supported?  

Carolin: “We offer an extensive support to our partners
throughout Europe. Besides a broad and quite successful
product range we offer very good logistics by means of an
own transport company. Furthermore, we offer major support
in the marketing area. This includes joint appearances at
trade fairs or events, as well as brochures in national
language.”

Kingpin Tyres is a well-established company, with over 40
years in the tyre retreading industry and is the only

remaining passenger car retreader based in the United
Kingdom.  Kingpin Tyres is ISO registered and conforms to
strict ECE Regulations.  Chairman Jack Crangleʼs service to
the industry was rewarded with a long service award at the
NTDA dinner in October 2014.

From disposal of a used tyre to retreading through to
shredding; Kingpin Tyres can provide a fully comprehensive
service.  Kingpin has its own fleet of vehicles, collecting used
tyres from around the country returning them to their
Shropshire based factory for sorting to establish the next route
for the tyre.  Kingpin collects around 25,000 used tyres per
week.  Once inspected the tyre will either proceed through the
retreading process or go through the on-site shredder to
produce rubber chip, which has varying uses one of which is
tyre derived fuel which is exported.   Around 3500 tyres are
retreaded each week and sold on to customers throughout the
UK as a safe and affordable alternative to a new tyre.

Kingpin Tyres is accredited with a Waste Management
Licence and a Waste Carriers Licence and works alongside
the Environment Agency to ensure the environmentally friendly
disposal of a used tyre, and is fully compliant in their duty to
care for the environment.

Hämmerling 
Promote Cooperation
with UK Partners

Introduces ʻBandag Contract of Trustʼ

Bridgestone, the worldʼs number one tyre and rubber
company, has developed ʻThe Bandag Contract of

Trustʼ, in an attempt to provide an added level of
reassurance and trust for commercial fleets.

The guarantee aims at reassuring fleets that Bandag
retreaded tyres are not only a safe and reliable alternative
to a new set of tyres, but also a solution for reducing fleetsʼ
tyre related costs per kilometre. The proposition applies also
to retreads made from Bridgestone and Firestone tyre
casings – for which the retreadability by Bandag is also
100% guaranteed. 

The Bandag Contract of Trust, which is to be signed
between Bandag dealers and fleet operators, was revealed
for the first time at the Reifen Essen trade fair in Germany
recently. It will be introduced progressively across Europe,
following announcements to be made by Bandag. 

Harald Van Ooteghem, Senior Manager Truck & Bus
Tyres Category Management at Bridgestone Europe,
explains: “Some fleet operators have been slow to accept
retreads in their tyre programme. 

“With “The Bandag Contract of Trust” we aim to convince
them that Bandag retreads, backed by Bridgestone, play a
vital role in tyre management and operating efficiency.” 
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